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PRELIMINARY AND SHORT REPORTS
EDITORIAL
In the August, 1945, issue of the JoURNAL, there appeared an announcement of the in-
auguration of a special section devoted to preliminary or short reports. This is the first
appearance of the announced section, and the Editor takes this occasion to outline the
functions of the new department.
Reports of six hundred words or under will be published in this section within less than
ninety days after their acceptance. All reports must be of original investigations. A
limited number of black and white illustrations and tables can be reproduced in this section.
Far from precluding the in extenso publication of the same studies, every report marked
"preliminary" represents a promise and moral obligation of the author to follow with a de-
tailed article on the subject.
While the Editors will be glad to consider for publication in the JOURNAL detailed and
final versions of studies whose preliminary reports have appeared in these pages, such
appearance of a "preview" does not constitute an obligation upon the JOURNAL to accept the
in extenso article; nor does it preclude the author's submission of the final article to some
other recognized medical journal. It is helpful to all those who are interested in the
preliminary report for the author to indicate on the preliminary report just where he in-
tends to submit the fuller version which is to follow.
In addition to preliminary reports, the final versions of original studies will be ac-
ceptable for publication in this section, provided they are brief—i.e., 600 words or less.
Of course, these final short reports should not bear the words "preliminary report" on the
title page.
The object of the new section is to enable authors and readers to obtain the advantages
of almost immediate publication of short, concise reports of original studies; and thus to
offset the often overlong delays which occur before the longer and more detailed manu-
scripts can appear in print.
The reports appearing below will perhaps servo as illustrations of the format, scope,
length and kind of manuscript which this Section is prepared to give almost immediate
publication.
THE EDITOR.
CHLOROAMIDE CONTAINING OINTMENTS IN PREVENTION OF
EXPERIMENTAL POISON IVY DERMATITISIl
(A Preliminary Report)
MARION B. SULZBEEOEE, CAPTAIN (MC) U.S.N.R., RUDOLF L. BARR, M.D., AND ABEAM
KANOF, COMDR. (MC) U.S.N.R.
Specific desensitizing procedures are generally conceded to be ineffective in preventing
most types of eczcmatous dermatitis from external contact. For this reason protective
clothing and applications of protective creams still merit serious consideration and study.
1 The statements in this article are the private ones of the authors and are not to be
construed as official or reflecting the views of the Naval Service at large or the Committee
on the Treatment of Gas Casualties of the National Research Council.
Received for publication March 12, 1946.
2 The work described in this paper was done under contract recommended by the Com-
mittee on Medical Research between the Office of Scientific Research and Development and
Cornoll University Medical College.
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